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A task force examining a proposal to ban cars from parts
of Commercial Street during specific hours in the
summer has backed away from requiring bicyclists to
dismount in the so-called “walking malls.”

A task force examining a proposal to ban cars from parts of Commercial Street
during specific hours in the summer has backed away from requiring bicyclists to
dismount in the so-called “walking malls.”

The task force met for the first time last week to begin working through the
logistics of police chief Jeff Jaran’s proposal. The group will make a
recommendation to selectmen on possible changes to the summer traffic flow
sometime this month, Jaran said.

Because of last week’s storm, only a few of the 16 task force members attended
the meeting. A second meeting was scheduled for this week. However, the small
group agreed to look at an eight-year-old traffic study to get a better idea of
summer traffic flows. Members were also leaning towards creating a separate
exit from the municipal parking lot next to MacMillan Wharf as a way to reduce
congestion in Lopes Square. The group also talked about eliminating cars from
the downtown section of Commercial Street on a trial basis.

“We could see what’s good, what’s bad and how people respond to it,” said
selectman John Santos, a member of the task force.

The group is still considering Jaran’s original proposal, which would create a
pedestrian- and bicycle-only walking mall in three zones. One would stretch
from Freeman to Standish streets and a second from Standish to Ryder Street.

Task force tackles proposed car ban along parts
of Commercial Street in Ptown



Both of those zones would be closed to cars from 11 am to 3 am except if they
met qualified exceptions, including residents accessing their homes, customers
unloading luggage at guesthouses, emergency service and repair vehicles and
taxis making pickup or drop off, but not cruising for fares.

The third zone, from Ryder to Court streets, would be closed to cars from 7 pm
to 3 am, to allow people to drive to the post office and Seamen’s Bank, both of
which have parking lots.

The complete story can be found in the Feb. 3 edition of the Provincetown
Banner.
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