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Federal and state grants will benefit several projects.

BREWSTER — Lt. Gov. Karyn Polito took in some Cape Cod sun while making
it rain for several towns Thursday when she made two stops in Brewster: one to
announce four grants for rail trail projects across the peninsula and another to
unveil a solar energy partnership with Habitat for Humanity.

The largest grant went to Sandwich for the town to design a 5-mile link of the
Cape Cod Rail Trail, with the goal of eventually connecting to the Cape Cod
Canal bike path. The grant, funded by the federal trails program and state capital
money, is worth $100,000 and kicks off the work on a key link to connecting the
entire Cape’s bike trails, from Bourne to Race Point in Provincetown.

Polito delivered the announcement Thursday afternoon at Drummer Boy Park,
which would also benefit from another grant of $40,000. That money is going
toward fixing drainage issues and paving the stone trail at the park to allow
better access for disabled users. The funding also will help to extend the trail
network at the park and enhance the overlook area.

The Friends of Monomoy National Wildlife Refuge received $10,640 to upgrade
the refuge’s boardwalk trail and observation areas, allowing for better wheelchair
access, Polito said.

Dennis was granted $99,105 to help pay for pedestrian safety improvements at
the Cape Cod Rail Trail’s crossing at South Gages Road.

The Cape’s four grants are among 75 that will be given out across the state to
improve the commonwealth’s trail system, said Department of Conservation and
Recreation Commissioner Leo Roy.
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“It’s all about connecting communities,” he said. “Our long-term goal is to make a
multiuse trail from one end of the Cape to the other.”

Each town also had a funding match component.

Officials also announced that $2 million has been provided in the capital budget
to allow DCR to extend the rail trail in Wellfleet to give access to the state’s
newly acquired Paine Campground. Construction on the project is expected to
start in the spring of 2019.

Construction is expected to begin in the spring of 2019. MassDOT is also
completing two extensions to the Cape Cod Rail Trail in Yarmouth, including
the Bass River Bridge, which will be open in the fall. The $3.5 million bridge is
part of a $9.9 million investment to build 3.8 miles of trail in Yarmouth.

Before the rail trail announcements, Polito stopped by the Habitat for Humanity
homes in Brewster on Paul Hush Way to celebrate the unveiling of six solar
photovoltaic systems on newly built homes. Polito, along with other local and
state officials, said Brewster was setting the example for renewable energy
projects in the state.

The project was funded by a $250,000 grant given to the Cape Light Compact by
the Massachusetts Clean Energy Center and the Massachusetts Department of
Energy Resources.

Polito flipped the switch on the system of one of the houses that will belong to
John Davis and his wife, Julie Davison.

“These projects will help reduce energy bills for low-income homeowners while
expanding the commonwealth’s vibrant clean-energy economy,” Polito said. “By
expanding access to clean-energy technologies to more residents, we can both
grow the state’s renewable energy portfolio and help low-income families access
cost-cutting technologies.”

Davis said he has lived on the Cape for 15 years, but never thought he’d be able
to own a home. Currently renting in West Harwich, Davis said that he and his
wife were “ready to pull the trigger” and move off-Cape, but the Habitat for
Humanity home provided a chance to own at a reasonable price.
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The solar panels on his roof would also reduce the cost burden.

“I’m looking forward to opening these new bills,” Davison said.

—Follow Ethan Genter on Twitter: @EthanGenterCCT.
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