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EASTHAM -- You can’t get there from here.

Well, you can actually, and the Cape Cod Commission wants to make sure that
remains the case. It’s working on a 2020 Regional Transportation Plan that tries
to envision Cape Cod travel through the 2040s and last week it held a “listening
session” in Eastham.

The plan currently is in information-gathering mode but the goal is to obtain
funding for a series of projects.

’This is an exciting time to talk about the long range transportation plan,” Steve
Tupper, the commission’s transportation program manager, told the audience at
Eastham Town Hall on Feb. 5.

The planning began this fall with goals and existing conditions evaluated.
Currently it is in the outreach and survey stage with potential projects being
evaluated.

Future projects will be selected next month and after public comment there will
be a final endorsement by the Cape Cod Metropolitan Planning Organization.
The MPO consists of the county, state Department of Transportation, Cape Cod
Commission, Cape Cod Regional Transit Authority, community representatives
and the Mashpee Wampanoag tribe.

Ideally planning will factor in population demographics, climate, electric
vehicles, ride sharing, self driving cars and dockless scooters and bikes, all of
which could be on tap. The plan targets improved safety, economic vitality,
livability, congestion reduction, freight mobility and multi-modal options,
among other things.
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For the record Cape Cod has 3,918 miles of road with 163 signalized or circular
intersections. Most of the roads are local. There are 102 bridges on Cape, six
airfields including one military, nine ferry routes departing from four ports and
54 miles of railroad track. On all of those roads there are only 230 miles of
sidewalk and 103 miles of bike paths.

Some projects under contemplation include building a median barrier along the
scenic highway in Bourne, new rotaries at the Hyannis Airport and the Bourne
Bridge, redesigning exit one on Route 6 in Bourne, bike trail extensions from
Wellfleet to Provincetown (design phase already done), Yarmouth to Bourne,
bike lanes on Route 28 from Falmouth to Chatham and on Willow Street in
Yarmouth. The commission is also interested in increased bus service on Cape
and more rail service from Boston to the Cape.

Despite the Commission’s interest in rail and bicycles the concerns expressed by
citizens focused on the four-lane hazardous section of Route 6 in Eastham and
traffic over the canal bridges. One resident even suggested filling in the canal,
since its importance for shipping isn’t what it was in the 1930s.

“Eastham has a four-lane highway and it’s not a highway,” noted Lev Malakopf,
senior traffic engineer at the commission. “Our middle lane is technically
[supposed to be] a turning lane.”

But it’s used as a high speed lane for through traffic.

“We need Route 6 improved and improved dramatically,” resident Paul Burns
said.

The traffic bottlenecks when the road reduces to two lanes near the Orleans
rotary and upon entering Wellfleet.

There were some suggestions to make it a two-lane road all through, or make it
a three-lane road with a tuning lane in the center.

A proposed roundabout in Wellfeet, at the intersection of Route 6 and Main
Street, would be safer than the lights that are there now, explained Kevin
Grenwald, Truro’s rep to the commission, but opposition put the kibosh on that
idea.
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“The state has abandoned the concept of a roundabout in large part due to
opposition,” Tupper conceded.

Cape Codders are invited to view projects, take a transportation survey and
comment at capecodcommission.org/rtp


