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PROVINCETOWN — While the design of the reconstruction of Shank Painter
Road’s intersection with Route 6 continues to be debated, plans are moving
forward that could improve safety on Conwell Street and fix drainage issues on
Court Street.

During a well-attended select board meeting Monday, Dept. of Public Works
Director Rich Waldo said the Shank Painter work involves “important drainage
projects” that would “improve a lot of deficiencies on that road.” This includes
Court Street, which locals jokingly call Fay’s Pond or Court Lake. The area often
floods, making the road impassable.

Waldo said the DPW has submitted a request for $150,000 in the town’s Capital
Improvement Plan (CIP) to research and design a pump station for the area.
Voters will be asked to OK the expenditure at town meeting.

“The idea is to design a pump station that would pump water from Court Street
up and into a series of leaching facilities within Shank Painter Road,” Waldo said
Tuesday. “We hope to tie that leaching facility into the Shank Painter Road
project where hopefully the state will cover the cost.”

The Shank Painter reconstruction project is slated to begin in 2024 and will cost
about $9.4 million, which will be funded through the Mass. Dept. of
Transportation’s TIP (Transportation Improvement Program).

The project has been a controversial topic in town. It includes adding sidewalks,
bicycle lanes, trees, curb cuts, a roundabout and a “road diet” for a portion of
Route 6. Though many people agree Shank Painter needs a facelift, there is
concern about the unforeseen and negative consequences of the new design.
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“We are looking for a project that the town can stand behind and support,” said
Waldo. “And if we want it to succeed we need this public input.”

The discussion of the Shank Painter design was continued to 6 p.m. Monday,
Feb. 25.

Court Street started flooding in the 1980s after wetlands were filled where the
current Stop & Shop sits, said Town Manager David Panagore. An attempt to
fund a pump station failed at town meeting three years later. At the April 1999
town meeting voters approved $600,000 for the “design, permitting, and
construction of drainage improvements in the vicinity of Court Street and Shank
Painter Road.”

Panagore said he was told that the work was performed, consisting of drainage
swales and infiltration basins to handle storm water flow. Panagore confirmed
on Tuesday that all but $85,000 was spent. But apparently the work did not fix
the problem.

Panagore said there will also be a placeholder of $1.5 million in the fiscal year
2022 CIP to construct the pump station after it’s designed.

“This figure will be refined once the engineering on the design is complete,” said
Panagore. “The current thinking would be that if approved it would be installed
prior to the Shank Painter Road improvements.”

In addition to improvements at Court Street, Waldo said the DPW will be
asking the select board for approval to spend $400,000 of Chapter 90 funds to
revamp the section of Conwell Street between Route 6 and Cemetery Road. The
project will include five-foot bike lanes on both sides of Conwell Street and a
five-foot sidewalk on the west side. The lanes would end at Cemetery Road,
which could then be used to get to the center of town.

According to Waldo, the design for Conwell Street was funded by a grant the
town secured from the Cape Cod National Seashore in 2011. The goal is to make
the wider portion of Conwell safer for pedestrians and bicyclists and to provide a
connection from the Race Point Road bike trail to the center of town.

Staff turnover at the Seashore put the project in limbo but now it’s moving
forward. The portion of road slated for rehab is state-owned.
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“We’ve just been struggling for a long time to get through the state’s permitting
process,” said Waldo. “This project didn’t come back on board until a few years
ago. [The Seashore] funded the design and now it comes down to construction. I
was hoping to squeeze more money out of them, but their focus is on Herring
Cove and other issues.”

Waldo said the Chapter 90 account currently has about $600,000 in it, which is
more than needed to cover the project.

“Chapter 90 is funding from the state that every town gets,” said Waldo. “Each
town gets an allocation to be used on road improvements. That’s what it’s there
for.”

During the select board meeting Monday, people questioned the need for a
proposed roundabout at the Shank Painter Road and Route 6 intersection. But
they were happy to discuss improvements on Conwell Street.

“I’ve got 32 years of driving a car in this town under my belt,” Select Board Chair
Cheryl Andrews said. “Only one intersection ends up on the news — Route 6 and
Conwell. It’s the only intersection where I feel unsafe. ... I’ve never felt unsafe on
Shank Painter.”

The Conwell Street project requires select board approval, then it can go out to
bid. Waldo said construction on Conwell could start in the spring or fall.


