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On Monday, Jan. 28 at 6 p.m. the Provincetown Select Board and the public will
again consider a state-sponsored renovation of Shank Painter Road.

Shank Painter is the widest of the three main access points from Route 6 into
Provincetown. For bicyclists, it is the best hope for safe passage into town from
the highway. The plan for this reconstruction project, which would begin in
2023, is bike friendly. It includes the addition of a two-way bike lane on the Stop
& Shop side, separated from the roadway by greenery and then a pedestrian
sidewalk. The other side, where the fire station is, will also have a sidewalk for
pedestrians. The vehicle travel lanes currently range in width from 10 to 15 feet.
The proposed car lanes would be a uniform 11 feet on each side.

The state Dept. of Transportation selected this project out of 15 to receive $9.4
million — the entire cost. Officials from the state agency want to see more bicycle
and pedestrian traffic co-existing with cars. That’s a big part of the state’s
“Complete Streets” initiative.

But the proposal has a well-respected foe. Fire Chief Michael Trovato is
horrified by the idea of concrete curbs on both sides of the roadway. The
narrowing of the car lanes enclosed by the curbs will make it difficult for vehicles
to move around cars waiting to turn, or to pull over so that emergency vehicles
can pass quickly.

Trovato rightly points out that Shank Painter is the town’s industrial hub, a place
for big trucks, fire engines and ambulances to park, refuel and move. The travel
lanes are wide and informal. They may not look pretty but they allow people to
pull over and pass when necessary.

It’s not just Trovato who has raised objections. People crowded into a public
hearing in December to complain they were not even notified as abutters that
the project was going forward.
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We hope those who oppose the plan will take a step back and consider how
pleasant sidewalks and dedicated space for bicyclists might be. This
reconstruction project would also link walkers and cyclists to another part of the
plan: the conversion of a four-lane highway to a two-lane highway from Shank
Painter Road towards Herring Cove. The other two lanes now part of Route 6
would be dedicated to bikes and pedestrians.

Trovato said $9.4 million is not worth the ruin of Shank Painter. Of course he’s
right. On the other hand, this is a rare chance to beautify the road while making
it safer for pedestrians and cyclists. The mention of bicyclists interacting with
cars and pedestrians tends to bring out everyone’s worst fears. But not
mentioning bicycles and cars in the same sentence won’t make them go away.
Provincetown is a renowned tourist destination where people love to ride bikes.
It’s not a question of “build it and they will come.” They are already here. The
best course of action is to make town safer for them.

We agree with Trovato that curbs may not be the best option. Could the state
come up with a different way to separate the car and pedestrian lanes, such as
stamped concrete and the use of paint? We have time before 2023. Let’s find a
way to do this.


