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Neighbors raise concerns about new traffic patterns and
other details.

PROVINCETOWN — The end of Route 6 could be getting a makeover in 2023,
with a new roundabout at the intersection of Shank Painter Road and a
pedestrian and bicycle path that would lead to Herring Cove.

The idea is to create a safer connection for bicyclists and pedestrians as well as
make Shank Painter Road the main gateway for visitors coming to
Provincetown, said James Fitzgerald at the town’s annual fall traffic hearing last
month. Fitzgerald is an engineer with Environmental Partners Group, a firm
hired by the town to help design the project.

The Select Board is considering preliminary designs for the project and
eventually would need to send them to the Massachusetts Department of
Transportation for approval.

Currently, Route 6 in Provincetown is four lanes: two headed west and two
headed east. The new plan would keep all four lanes until the Shank Painter
Road intersection, where a single-lane roundabout would replace the current
intersection and a “slip lane” on the westbound side would allow vehicles to
bypass the roundabout.

West of the roundabout, Route 6 would go from four lanes to two, with one lane
in either direction on what is currently the westbound side of the highway. The
two existing eastbound lanes would become a shared-use path that would
connect a sidewalk and bike lane from Shank Painter Road to Herring Cove.
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There is currently little vehicle traffic on Route 6 west of Shank Painter Road,
which means the four travel lanes are not necessary, Fitzgerald said.

“We looked at a number of alternatives here and the one that really seemed to fit
the bill was a roundabout,” he said.

The roundabout would also serve as a landmark for what would become the
main portal to the downtown area. Shank Painter is wider than Conwell Street,
another of the four main access points to town, and it would lead visitors to
some of the main public parking lots, Fitzgerald said.

The changes to the eastbound portion of Route 6 would provide better access to
the outermost parts of town for pedestrians and cyclists, he said.

The project would include sidewalks on both sides of Shank Painter Road and a
bike path added on the west side of the street. As currently planned, the
pedestrian sidewalk would be sandwiched between the road and the bike path,
drawing criticism from citizens and Select Board members at the traffic hearing.

At Monday’s Select Board meeting, the committee heard from residents who
worried about the changes to Shank Painter Road and the implications for other
streets in town.

Provincetown Fire Chief Michael Trovato said he was worried what the project
would mean for his department, which has its main station on Shank Painter
Road.

“I’m terribly concerned about what this is going to do to our response time,” he
said.

Many abutters said they had no idea about the project until recently, which led
the board to continue the public hearing on the project to give people more time
to digest the plans. The issue will be revisited at the board’s Jan. 28 meeting.

The apparent lack of notification to neighbors worried Select Board Vice Chair
Cheryl Andrews.

“I’d rather slow down and get it right,” Andrews said.
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The design phase of the project, which would be primarily funded by the state, is
scheduled to run through 2022 and implementation would start in two phases in
2023 and 2024.

“This process is just beginning,” said Thomas Currier of the Department of
Transportation. “We are at the conceptual stage. MassDOT would not want you
to move forward without a consensus.”

— Follow Ethan Genter on Twitter: @EthanGenterCCT.
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