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SOUTH WELLFLEET — The extension of the Cape Cod Rail Trail farther into
Wellfleet has hit a snag, according to a state official.

“During the design phase, the possible presence of rare plant and reptile species
near the corridor were identified,” state Department of Conservation and
Recreation spokesman Troy Wall said.

A slower, more careful approach for design will be needed, Wall said.

The 22-mile Cape Cod Rail Trail is one of the state’s most popular parks, and is
being expanded on both ends, into Yarmouth and farther into Wellfleet. In
addition to state efforts, expanding the rail trail’s eastward reach into Wellfleet is
part of a municipal, county and National Park Service planning effort, titled the
“Outer Cape Bicycle and Pedestrian Master Plan,” which was finalized in
February 2017.

In February, state Sen. Julian Cyr, D-Truro, announced a $2 million line item in
the Senate Capital Bond Bill for extensions of the Cape Cod Rail Trail, including
from South Wellfleet to Wellfleet Center.

Rare species slow roll on rail trail farther into
Well�eet



The two-mile extension from LeCount Hollow Road in South Wellfleet along an
old railroad bed that is now owned by the state is being designed by Stantec, a
consulting company that was awarded a contract on Jan. 25 for both design and
permitting, Wall said. But the estimation made in late March by the state
conservation and recreation staff that the extension project could be completed
by the fall or early next year has been adjusted.

With information about the possible presence of rare plants and reptiles, the
state agency is taking a more methodical approach to avoid harming any rare
species, Wall said. So far a survey and wetland delineation has been completed to
determine the boundaries of the prospective rail trail extension, he said. The
agency is consulting now with permitting agencies and the state Department of
Transportation, he said.

Wall declined to specify the plants or reptiles, citing the state Natural Heritage
and Endangered Species Program’s efforts to protect rare and endangered
species.

State conservation and recreation officials will host a public meeting in the fall to
review the designs with the public and other stakeholders and seek input, Wall
said.

There is a commitment to fund the new segment, and further extensions into
Wellfleet, Truro and Provincetown, Cyr said.

“That will be great,” property owner Margaret Tilton walked her dog said
Thursday as she walked her dog on the old, undeveloped railroad bed. Tilton
said that she sometimes bikes on what is now an uneven, rolling dirt and sand
path and at times driveway over a few private properties. Her family gave a small
portion of their property to the state for the future extension of the rail trail, she
said.

As the design work for the extension into Wellfleet got underway in January,
state officials were also finalizing the purchase of the 28-acre Paine’s
Campground in South Wellfleet that abuts the proposed extension.

Acquiring a campground alongside a new section of the bike trail will give the
state a “unique opportunity” to connect campsites at Nickerson State Park in
Brewster with campsites farther east on Cape Cod, at Paine’s, according to state



paperwork submitted to the town of Wellfleet.

After running a campground at 180 Old Kings Highway for 60 years, the Paine
family decided to turn over the keys to state officials in the belief that preserving
the natural and not-so-fancy campground is the best form of stewardship, owner
Robert Paine said in late March.

On June 7, the campground sold for $3.625 million, Paine said, but the family
will operate it throughout the summer season. Next year the state will run the
campground.

“We felt that it was the right thing to do with the land,” Paine said.

On Thursday, at the parking lot of the rail trail in South Wellfleet, Mashpee
resident and bicyclist Paul Chiappetta was happy to hear about the extension into
Wellfleet. He typically bikes the rail trail three or four times a year, Chiappetta
said.

“I”m so glad they are putting money into this,” he said.

— Follow Mary Ann Bragg on Twitter: @maryannbraggCCT.


