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PROVINCETOWN — The Provincetown Select Board voted Monday night to
set new motorized bicycle and scooter regulations that will force URB-Es, the
two-wheeled motorized scooter-like vehicles rented by Coast Provincetown, to
go with the flow of traffic on Commercial Street and keep them off the town-
owned bike racks.

The move came following a traffic hearing at the board’s regular meeting, which
was prompted by complaints in town about e-bikes.

The new regulations will largely affect Coast Provincetown’s URB-Es, which
under the new language are considered scooters. At times throughout the
hearing, people struggled with what to categorize the folding, battery-powered
pedal-less vehicles that can clock speeds of up to 18 mph.

Through special regulations, regular bicycles are allowed to travel in both
directions on Provincetown’s thoroughfare, and the pedal-assist e-bikes that
shops like Provincetown Bike Rentals rent to customers will also be allowed to
do the same.

Those bikes have an electric helper motor that can be turned on and off and only
provides assistance when a rider pedals. The URB-Es have a throttle and do not
have pedals.

At the hearing, Coast Provincetown co-owner Heather Baker insisted that her
rentals are bicycles and should be regulated as such.

URB-Es will now be forced to park in parking spots in town. Pedal-assisted bikes
will still be able to be stowed at public bike racks.

New regulations clamp down on e-bikes



“I do believe there is a real distinction between a pedal-assist and this URB-E
machine,” Select Board member Lise King said. She appreciated that Baker, a
Provincetown resident, was showing an entrepreneurial spirit but felt that URB-
Es didn’t fall under the bicycle definition. “In my opinion it fits more in line with
a scooter.”

The rules can be amended again in the future, and Select Board member Cheryl
Andrews noted that there are no restrictions on how many traffic hearings can
be held. She would welcome more if they are needed, she said.

In a statement, Baker wrote that she has many supporters who believe she is
offering a good service.

“Monday night’s hearing was difficult as we went in thinking it was an
opportunity to share information and answer questions or concerns,” Baker
wrote. “Instead, the Board of Selectmen appeared to have already made up their
minds to create a bylaw to impose a barrier to make it difficult to rent our
electric bikes, while preserving the rights of other business to rent faster electric
bikes.”

Baker, who co-owns the business with Erika Apicella, said they are reviewing
their options and remain cautiously optimistic.

The board also referred a draft of regulations that would create a new license for
businesses wishing to rent or lease motorized bicycles and scooters to the
Licensing Board. Currently, shops only need a retail license. The Licensing
Board is expected to bring the issue up at its June 26 meeting.

— Follow Ethan Genter on Twitter: @EthanGenterCCT.


