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PROVINCETOWN — Those looking to park in the north lot at Herring Cove
Beach will need to get there extra early because the area will have only eight to
10 spots this summer.

“We lost a huge amount of land,” Cape Cod National Seashore Chief of
Maintenance Karst Hoogeboom told the select board on Monday. “Some of the
pavement is completely gone. [For now] we will have some spaces that will be
accessible, about 8 or 10 spaces. The south parking lot is still all there and
usable.”

The north lot had about 200 spaces, while the south lot has about 400.
Hoogeboom said he was happy to report that no significant damage was
sustained at the south lot and there was little to no change in the shoreline. The
restrooms and building that hosts Far Land on the Beach are also still accessible.

In past years the Seashore restored the eroded north lot, Hoogeboom said. Last
May efforts by U.S. Rep. William Keating, U.S. Sen. Edward Markey, state Rep.
Sarah Peake and state Sen. Julian Cyr got nearly $420,000 authorized for short-
term repairs to the lot. And in 2016 the National Park Service paid $300,000 for
a partial patch.

“This is what has occurred for the last five years in a row,” he said. “And the cost
exponentially increased every year.”

Rather than shelling out money for yet another quick fix, the Seashore plans to
start drastic renovations. Plans include moving the parking lot inland by about
200 feet and raising the lot by five feet to allow for sunset views and whale
watching. The project will also require widening of sections of Province Lands
Road. The approximately 200 former spots will be replaced, Hoogeboom said.
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There will also be a safer 10-foot multi-directional bicycle lane, 12 handicap-
accessible parking spaces and four paths to the beach with access mats. The
Seashore will construct a new restroom building on the north section of the lot.
The previous building was demolished in April.

Hoogeboom estimated construction to cost around $4.3 million and will start in
early fall 2018, continuing into late spring 2019. The new parking lot is expected
to have a lifespan of 50 years before it’s endangered by erosion again.

Select board member Lise King asked what will be done with the debris
currently on the beach.

“My big concern is the chunks of asphalt,” King said. “What is being done to
clean up the mess on the beach and what plan will be in place to mitigate any
damage to the Seashore from asphalt or other non-natural parts of the
construction ending up in the environment?”

Hoogeboom said they will use a skeleton rock bucket, similar to a garden rake, to
clean up the area for summertime use.


